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The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not 

constitute endorsement of the contents which reflect the views only of the authors, 

and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of 

the information contained therein. 

Preferred by Nature has adopted an open-source policy to share what we develop to 

advance sustainability. This work is published under the Creative Commons Attribution 

Share-Alike 3.0 license. Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person 

obtaining a copy of this document, to deal in the document without restriction, including 

without limitation the rights to use, copy, modify, merge, publish, and/or distribute copies 

of the document, subject to the following conditions: The above copyright notice and this 

permission notice shall be included in all copies or substantial portions of the document. 

We would appreciate receiving a copy of any modified version  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Below are listed examples of essential documents which can support the 

mapping of supply chains for traceability purposes or aid in mitigating legal 

non-compliance risks for timber supply chains within Thailand. 

A description of the document is attached to each image of its contents. It 

states to whom the document is applicable, who it has been issued and signed 

by, as well as important considerations when checking the validity of the 

document as part of the due diligence process.  

 

 
Freehold Title Deed – Nor Sor 4 Chor ....................................................................... 4 

Plantation Certificate (Sor Por 3) ............................................................................. 6 

Plantation License (Por Sor 31) and (Por Sor 32) ..................................................... 10 

Verification/ Attestation under the Section 18/1 and Section 18/1 of the Forest Act ..... 14 

Usufruct Permit (STK 1 Kor; STK 2 Kor) ................................................................. 17 

Certificate of Use (NS-3) ...................................................................................... 20 

Certificate of Cutting/Felling Notification (Sor Por 13) .............................................. 22 

Harvest permit for restricted species ..................................................................... 26 

Plantation Timber Packing List (Sor Por 15) ............................................................ 32 

Seal Registration (Sor Por 8) ................................................................................ 36 

Seal Certificate (Sor Por 9) ................................................................................... 38 

Removal pass ..................................................................................................... 40 

Yellow-form Sawn Timber Certificate ..................................................................... 46 

Plantation Annual Management Report Por Sor 32 ................................................... 49 

Electric Chainsaw Operator License (Lor Sor 3) ....................................................... 53 

Electric Chainsaw Temporary Relocation Permit (Lor Sor 13) .................................... 56 

Social Security Certificate of Registration (for employer) .......................................... 58 

Work permit (for foreign workers) ......................................................................... 61 

Export permit ..................................................................................................... 63 

Permit for Import/Export and Re-export for CITES species ....................................... 68 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

What documents are relevant to indicate 

timber legality in Thailand?  
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Freehold Title Deed – Nor Sor 4 Chor 
 

Applicable to: Plantations and Natural Forest on private land  

Purpose and content: The title deed is the document showing land ownership, and 

include the title deed map, the certificate of ownership in lieu of title deed and the pre-

occupation certificate stamped “Already Put to Use”.  

There are 6 types of title deeds under the Land Code: 

1) Nor Sor 4 Kor (issued between 1954-1967) 

2) Nor Sor 4 Khor (ข) (issued between 1954-1967) 

3) Nor Sor 4 Khor (ค) (issued between 1954-1967) 

4) Nor Sor 4 (issued between 1967-1986) 
5) Nor Sor 4 Ngor (issued between 1971-1986) and,  
6) Nor Sor 4 Chor (issued between 1986-present). 

The first three types of title deeds are the Nor Sor 4 Kor, Nor Sor 4 Khor (ข) and Nor Sor 

4 Khor (ค), which are title deeds issued by virtue of the Ministerial Regulation No. 5 B.E. 

2497 (1954) which has been repealed by the Ministerial Regulation No. 15 (B.E. 2510). 

At present, the three title deeds are not issued to people but if any people still have the 

said title deed, it is still considered valid.  

The Nor Sor 4 is a title deed issued under the Ministerial Regulation No. 15 (B.E. 2510) 

which was later repealed by Ministerial Regulation No. 34 (B.E. 2529). The Nor Sor 4 

Ngor is a title deed issued under Ministerial Regulation No. 17 (B.E. 2514), which was 

later repealed by Ministerial Regulation No. 34 (B.E. 2529).  

The Nor Sor 4 Chor is the last type of title deed issued by the government to the people 

which occupy and make use of the land. Therefore, at present, the title deed issued by 

the government to the people is only a Nor Sor 4 Chor. 

Holder of document: Private Landowner 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by the Department of 

Lands. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is it signed with a black ink with red ink stamp?  
 What title deed type is included? 
 Is it granted to the same landowner whose name is the same on other documents 

relative to the supply chain?  
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.1. Land tenure and management rights 
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Plantation Certificate (Sor Por 3) 
 

Applicable for:  Registered plantations (both state and private owned) 

Purpose and content of document: Plantation Certificate (Sor Por 3) is the document 

showing registration of plantations under the Forest Plantation Act B.E. 2535 (1992) and 

the Forest Plantation Act (No. 2) B.E. 2558 (2015). Private and state operators can 

register their plantations with the Royal Forest Department. To be eligible for 

registration, applicants must meet the species and land tenure requirements.  

In terms of species requirements, under the Forest Plantation Act B.E. 2535 (1992), only 

plantations that were growing restricted species were allowed to register with Royal 

Forest Department and receive Plantation Certificate (Sor Por 3). From 2015, with the 

Forest Plantation Act (No. 2) B.E.2558 (2015), the species requirement has changed; 

only plantations that grow one or more of the 58 timber species listed in the Annex are 

allowed to apply.  

Currently (September 2021) there are two templates of the Plantation Certificate (Sor 

Por 3): Template 1 (for registered plantations before the 3rd of July 2018) and Template 

2 (after the 3rd of July 2018) (see below). 

Holder of document: Private and state operators who register their plantations are the 

holders of the document 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by Royal Forest 

Department 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Has the signature been given by Provincial Governor?  
 Which area and forest type are included? 
 Was the correct template used? (According to the year of Certificate) 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.1. Land tenure and management rights 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/tha195323.pdf
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Template 1. For registered plantations before the 3rd of July 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

8    Thailand document Guide l Version 1.0 

 

Template 2. For registered plantations after the 3rd of July 2018  
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Conditions attached to the certificate 
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Plantation License (Por Sor 31) and (Por Sor 32) 
 

Applicable for:  Plantations in National Forest Reserve  

Purpose and content of document: Official document licensing plantations. It is obtained 

through the Royal Forest Department (Por Sor 31-1 Plantation License) or Department of 

Marine and Coastal Resources (Por Sor 31-2 Plantation License). The plantation size is 

limited to 160 ha per operator, if a plantation size exceeding 160 ha shall be authorized 

by the cabinet. Regardless of size, the period of permission is not more than 30 years.  

A plantation operator applying for a permit for an area of degraded forest exceeding 16 

ha is required to submit a project document including details of start time, objective, 

goal and costs.  

Currently (September 2021) there are two main templates of the Plantation License:  

- Template 1 Plantation License (Por Sor 31) (Issued prior to 17th April 2020) 
- Template 2 Plantation License (Por Sor 31-1 and Por Sor 31-2) (see below). 

Holder of document: Private and state operators who are permitted for plantations are 

the holder of the document 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by Royal Forest 

Department 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is the document valid – was it issued less than 30 years ago?   
 Has the signature been given by Director-General of the Royal Forest Department or 

assigned person?  
 If plantation is larger than 160 ha – is it signed by the cabinet? 
 What area and forest type are included? If the degraded forest exceeds 16 ha, are 

project documents included (start time, objective, goal and costs)? 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.1. Land tenure and management rights 
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Template 1. For Plantation License issued before the 17th of April 2020 

 

  

Plantation License 

Por Sor 31 

Name of licensee 

Area 

Signature of Director-General of the Royal 

Forest Department or assigned person 
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Template 2-1. For Plantation License issued after the 17th of April 2020 

  

Plantation License 

Por Sor 31-1 

Name of licensee 

Area 

Signature of Director-General of the Royal 

Forest Department or assigned person 

Date of issue 

Name of forest and location 

Map and coordination 

From date 

Until Date 
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Template 2-2. For Mangrove Plantation License issued after the 17th of April 2020 
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Verification/ Attestation under the Section 18/1 and 
Section 18/1 of the Forest Act 
Applicable for:  Non-registered plantations and Natural Forest on private land 

Purpose and content of document: To certify trees and their sources. Officers will certify 

trees grown on lands with ownership, or lands with possessory rights according to the 

Land Code. The trees to be verified/ attested to must be standing trees or if already 

felled such logs may not be moved outside their stump area. 

Officers shall verify and prepare: 

1. A list of tree species, size, quantity and volume; 
2. Stamp his/her seal, tree/log serial number and year abbreviation (B.E); 
3. Photo of the verified standing trees, or logs; 
4. Prepare a rough map showing location of the trees; and 
5. Prepare a report presenting his/her opinion for the authority to issue a certificate. 

 

Holder of document: Private land operators for non-registered plantations 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by the Royal Forest 

Department (Bangkok) or provincial halls (Ministry of Interior) (outside Bangkok) 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is all the required information listed in the document? 

 Are the species, quantities, sizes and volumes in line with the ones purchased?  
 Has the signature been given by Director General of the Royal Forest Department or 

assigned person (Bangkok) or Provincial Governor or assigned person? 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.1. Land Tenure and Management Rights 
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Species 
Quantity 

Size Volume 
Seal or 

Mark 

sequential 

number 

on the 

trees/logs  

Name of Certifier and Position 
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Usufruct Permit (STK 1 Kor; STK 2 Kor) 
 

Applicable for: Land in the National Forest Reserves 

Purpose and content of document: People who live and use the land in the National 

Forest Reserves shall get permission to live and use the land as prescribe in the Royal 

Forest Department Regulations On the Permission of Using or Living in the National 

Reserved Forest, B.E. 2548 (2005). The Usufruct Permit is a letter of right use in the 

National Reserved Forest estate. The first-time permission letter, namely a Sor Tor Kor 1 

Kor; STK 1 Kor, gives opportunity to temporarily use and live for 5 years, not more than 

3.2 ha per family, which will be issued by the Royal Forest Department. When due and 

when done correctly according to various conditions family can renew the STK 2 Kor. The 

government will change the name of the letter to Sor Tor Kor 2 Kor, STK 2 Kor, instead, 

which will be valid for 5 years and can be renewed every 5 years, but not more than 30 

years. 

 

Holder of document: People who live and use the land in the National Reserved Forest 

estate.  

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by Provincial Governor 

who has been assigned by the Director-General of the Royal Forest Department. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is the document valid and has a correct name? (Depending on if it is recently issued 
or renewed after 5 years)  

 Has the signature been given by Provincial Governor? 
 What area and forest type are included?  
 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.1. Land tenure and management rights 
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Certificate of Use (NS-3) 
 

Applicable for:  All source types 

Purpose and content of document: The Certificate of Use is a document issued by the 

competent officer certifying that the land has already been put to use. The certificate 
shows a person's right to possess a certain plot of land. The name showing on the title is 

the person who has the right to the land and has the legal right to possess the land and 

use the benefit of the land as an owner (This is not actual full ownership, as it is under 

Title Deed title). This right will be recognized by the law and can be used as evidence in 

any dispute with an ordinary person or the government. 

Holder of document: Landowner who has the right to use the land. 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by the Department of 

Lands  
 

Evidence limitations and weaknesses: The Certificate of Use does not contain information 

on boarders and cannot be stand-alone mitigation option of unclear land tenure rights; 

land borders should be confirmed.   

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Does the document include all required information? 

 Has the signature been given by Land Officer?  
 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to: 

• 1.1. Land tenure and management rights 
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Certificate of Cutting/Felling Notification (Sor Por 13) 

 

Applicable for:  Registered plantations 

Purpose and content of document: Before harvesting a forest plantation operator shall 

notify, in writing, the competent officer for the issuance of a Certificate of cutting/felling 

notification (Sor Por 13) and, upon receiving the notification, the forest plantation 

operator can proceed with the cutting or felling down of the timber or balled tree. During 

harvesting, the forest plantation operator shall keep the Certificate of cutting/felling 

notification (Sor Por 13) and plantation timber packing list at the location of the forest 

plantation unless there is no office in the forest plantation or keep at the forest 

plantation will not be safe it can be kept in another place as notified in writing to present 

to the competent officer.  

In this regard, the certificate of cutting/felling notification (Sor Por 13) and plantation 

timber packing list obtained through operation of a forest plantation shall be kept for not 

less than two years from the date the timber moves out of the forest plantation. After 

the expiration of the said period the forest plantation operator can destroy it. 

Holder of document: Private and state-owned operators who register their plantations. 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by (according to 

location of the plantation operator): 

1) The Director-General of the Royal Forest Department or a person assigned by the 
Director-General of the Royal Forest Department for the Bangkok 

2) Director of the Forest Resource Management Office or Director of the Forest Resource 
Management Office Branch or a person assigned by the Director of the Forest 
Resources Management Office or the Director of the Forest Resources Management 
Office Branch for other provinces or 

3) the Chief District Officer or a person assigned by the Chief District Officer for districts 

in other provinces. 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is the certificate still valid? 
 Is the name the same as that shown in the Plantation Certificate? 
 Are the number and tree species correct as notified? 
 Has the signature been provided by the applicable authority? 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:   

• 1.3 Management and harvesting planning. 
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Certificate of Cutting/Felling Notification 

Sor Por 13 

Date of issue 

Name of operator 

Cutting/felling location 

Species Number of cut trees 

Signature of competent officer 

Address 
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Harvesting permit (Por Sor 2) for non-

restricted species in National Forest Reserve 

 

Applicable for: Registered plantations 

Purpose and content of document:  

To harvest non-restricted timber in National Reserved Forest, the licensed operator must 

obtain the harvesting permit issued by the Director-General of the Royal Forest 

Department or the provincial governor where the forest is located. The harvesting permit 

carries information on the species, size, number of trees, seal or mark on the logs, and 

the sequential number on the logs. 

The harvesting permit may be valid for the period specified in the harvesting permit. 

However, it must not be more than one year from the day the harvesting permit is 

issued. The renewal of the harvesting permit can be done only once. There is a period 

not exceeding the expiration date of the original harvesting permit.  

When the harvesting permit is renewed but the licensed operator has not finished the 

logging withing the deadline - the licensed operator can apply for a new harvesting 

permit renewal. The provincial governor shall examine, consider and submit an opinion 

to the Director-General of the Royal Forest Department for consideration and order. 

Holder of document: Private and state operators who manage the registered plantations 

are the holder of the document 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by the Director-General 

of the Royal Forest Department or designated person (Bangkok), or the provincial 

governor or designated person (other provinces). 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Does the harvesting permit include all the required information (the species, size, 
number of trees, seal or mark on the logs, and the sequential number on the logs)? 

 When was the permit issued and if it is still valid? (Not more than one year after 
issue date; one more year after renewal) 

 Has the signature been given by Director General of the Royal Forest Department or 
designated person (Bangkok) or Provincial Governor or designated person?  

 What area and name of National Reserved Forest are included? 
 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.1. Land Tenure and Management Rights 

• 1.9. Protected sites and species 
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Harvest permit for restricted species  
 

Applicable for:  Non-registered plantations and Natural Forest on state-owned land. 

Note: Applicable for non-registered plantations and Natural Forest on private land prior 

to 15. April 2019). After 15. April 2019 after introduction of Forests Act (No.8), B.E. 

2562, 2019) there is no difference in legal requirements for any species harvested on 

private land.  

Purpose and content of document: To harvest restricted timber in the forest and non-

forest lands on state-land, the forest operator must submit the application to the 

Director-General of the Royal Forest Department in the Bangkok area or the Forest 

Resources Management Office of the locality where the forest or land was located for 

other provinces to obtain the harvesting permit. 

In the forest land, for teak (permit 1), the harvesting permit carries information on the 

number of logs, royalty rates, seal and the sequential number on the logs, and for other 

restricted tree species (permit 2), the harvesting permit carries information on the 

species, allowable size, number of logs, royalty rates, and seal.  

In the non-forest land (private land) (permit 3) applicable only prior to 15. April 2019, 

the harvesting permit carries information on the species, number of logs, seal, and the 

sequential number on the logs. 

The harvesting permit shall be valid for not more than one year from the date of 

issuance of the permit by considering as appropriate according to the number of logs and 

the location of the harvesting. The renewal of the harvesting permit can be done only 

once and for a period not exceeding that stipulated in the original harvesting permit. 

Holder of document: Private or state enterprise operator 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by the Director-General 

of the Royal Forest Department, or a person assigned by the Director-General of the 

Royal Forest Department. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Does the harvesting permit include all the required information? 
 When was the permit issued and if it is still valid? (not more than one year after 

issue date; one more year after renewal) 
 Has the signature been given by Director General of the Royal Forest Department or 

designated person (Bangkok) or Provincial Governor or designated person?  
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.9. Protected sites and species   
 

http://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC201963
http://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC201963
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Plantation Timber Packing List (Sor Por 15) 
Applicable for:  Registered plantations 

Purpose and content of document: The Registered plantations operator is required to 

register their private seal with the authority, to prepare a book of packing lists according 

to the format prescribed by the Royal Forest Department (Plantation Timber Packing List 

Sor Por 15), and to register the book with the competent officer in their province. The 

packing list carries information on the species, quantity, size, volume, seal or tag, and 

individual sequential number of the log. 

Following harvesting, the operator must ensure that all round logs, sawn timber, wood 

products, or other parts of the tree, are marked or tagged with the private seal of the 

Registered plantations operator, along with the number, in sequential order beginning 

from 1, and the year. All logs and timber must be measured for length and 

circumference, of which a record is kept in the packing list. 

The Transportation Operator must be in possession of the Plantation Timber Packing List 

Sor Por 15, and a copy of the Certificate of Cutting/Felling Notification Sor Por 13. Forest 

products harvested from plantations can be transported and traded under the same rules 

and procedures as timber from plantations. The plantation operator shall follow the 

timber transportation procedures prescribed in sections 13 of the Forest Plantation Act 

B.E. 2535 (1992). Plantation Timber Packing List Sor Por 15 should be kept at the 

location of the forest plantation. If there is no office in the forest plantation or it will not 

be safe, it can be kept in another place as notified in writing to present to the competent 

officer. 

Holder of document: Private and state operators who register their plantations are the 

holder of the document 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by the Royal Forest 

Department (Bangkok) or provincial halls (Ministry of Interior) (outside Bangkok) 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is all the required information (species, quantity, size, volume, seal or tag, and 
individual sequential number of the log) listed in the document? 

 Are the species, quantities, sizes and volumes in line with the ones purchased?  
 Has the signature been given by Director General of the Royal Forest Department or 

assigned person (Bangkok) or Provincial Governor or assigned person? 
 Is the name of the operator corresponds with the name on the Certificate of 

cutting/felling notification (Sor Por 13)? 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.16 Classification of species, quantity & quality  
• 1.19 Customs regulations 
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Seal Registration (Sor Por 8) 
Applicable for:  Registered plantations 

Purpose and content of document: The plantations registered under the Forest Plantation 

Act, B.E. 2535, and the Forest Plantation Act (No. 2), B.E. 2558 (2015) (Plantation 

Certificate Sor Por 3) are required to obtain a Seal Registration (Sor Por 8) to use in the 

forest plantation business and shall use such a seal only after its registration. The seal 

must contain the name of the forest plantation operator and the abbreviation of the local 

province that apply for registration of the land as a forest plantation. Seal Registration 

(Sor Por 8) is required to obtain Seal Certificate (Sor Por 9). 

Holder of document: Private and state-owned operators who register their plantations. 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by the Director General 

of the Royal Forest Department, or a person designed by the Director General for 

Bangkok Metropolitan and Provincial governor, or a person designed by the Provincial 

governor for other provinces. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is the name the same as that shown in the Plantation Certificate? 
 Is the seal image the same as the name of forest operator and local province? 
 Has the signature been provided by the applicable authority? 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.16. Classification of Species, Quantities, Qualities 
• 1.17. Trade and Transport 
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Seal Certificate (Sor Por 9) 
 

Applicable for:  Registered plantations 

Purpose and content of document:  

Before harvesting, the plantations registered under the Forest Plantation Act, B.E. 2535, 

and the Forest Plantation Act (No. 2), B.E. 2558 (2015) (Plantation Certificate Sor Por 3) 

are required to obtain a Seal Certificate (Sor Por 9). Before using the seal, operator must 

register the seal Sor Por 8 (mentioned before). After this registration, operators will get 

the seal certificate Sor Por 9. 

The seal is used as a tool for stamping and marking the timber which the forest 

plantation operator is to cut down. The seal shall be certified by the Registrar with the 

mark made by the Registrar affixed thereon. The seal must contain the name of the 

forest plantation operator and the abbreviation of the local province that apply for 

registration of the land as a forest plantation.  

 

Holder of document: Private and state-owned operators who register their plantations. 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by the Director General 

of the Royal Forest Department, or a person assigned by the Director General for 

Bangkok Metropolitan and Provincial governor or a person assigned by the Provincial 

governor for other provinces. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is the certificate still valid? 
 Is the name the same as that shown in the Plantation Certificate? 
 Is the information on name and local included in the seal image the same as the 

name of forest operator and local province? 
 Has the signature been provided by the applicable authority? 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.16. Classification of Species, Quantities, Qualities 
• 1.17. Trade and Transport 
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Seal Certificate 

Sor Por 9 

Name of operator 

Date of issued 

Signature and seal of registrar 

Seal image 
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Removal pass 
Applicable for: Forest operators transporting from forest in the following cases: 

1. all species from NFR 
2. restricted species from forest outside NFR 
3. Teak (Tectona grandis), yang (Dipterocarpus alatus), and rosewood 

(Dalbergia spp.) grown on private land (before the 15th of April 2019) 

Purpose and content of document: For timber from above mentioned sources a 

Transport document with a Packing list is required for each lorry load. The operator must 

notify the authority to inspect the harvesting site, collect the royalty, and issue a 

Removal Pass.  

The Removal Pass must be accompanied by a record of royalty collection. Removal Pass 

carries information on the type/species, size, volume, seal or mark on the logs, the 

sequential number on the logs, and the rate of royalty paid. Before logs or forest 

products leave the operation, every item must have been marked, either with the 

authority’s personal seal or a removal seal, along with the number and year. If this 

cannot be done, a written Announcement on the Packing List is required. The Packing 

List carries information on the type/species, size, quantity, volume, and timber seal. The 

officer will verify the timber seal, proof of royalty collection, proof of forest checkpoint 

fee payment (in case of non-restricted timber where a harvesting permit and royalty are 

not required), the sale receipt (in case of timber sold by state agencies). 

Holder of document: Timber Transportation Operators 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by Provincial Governor 

or assigned person 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is a record of royalty collected included?  

 Are type/species, size, volume, seal or mark on the logs, the sequential number on 
the logs, and the rate of royalty paid listed? Does it match with Transport document 
and Packing list?  

 Has the signature been given by Provincial Governor or assigned person? 
 Is the harvesting permit included? (Applicable for restricted species harvested prior 

the 15th of April 2019) 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.9. Protected Sites and Species 
• 1.16. Classification of Species, Quantities, Qualities 
• 1.17. Trade and Transport 
• 1.19. Custom Regulations 
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 Removal pass (1) 

 
 

Removal pass 

 

Signature and seal of the competent officer 

Name of licensee 

Address 

Date of expiry 

volume 

Wood or non- wood Number 
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Removal pass (2) 

 

 

Type/species Size Volume Seal or mark on the logs Number 

Signature of competent officer 

List wood or non-wood 
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 Packing List 

 

 

Packing List  

Signature of competent officer 

 

 species 

andcontent 

of 

document:  

For timber 

from (i) all 

species 

from NFR; 

(ii) 

restricted 

species 

from forest 

outside 

NFR; and 

(iii) Teak 

(Tectona 

grandis), 

yang 

(Dipteroca

rpus 

alatus), 

and 

rosewood 

(Dalbergia 

spp.) 

grown on 

private 

land, a 

transport 

document 

with a 

packing 

list is 

required 

for each 

lorry load. 

The 

operator 

must 

notify the 

authority 

to inspect 

the 

harvesting 

site, 

collect the 

royalty, 

and issue 

a Removal 

Pass. The 

Removal 

 Number 

andcontent 

of 

document:  

For timber 

from (i) all 

species 

from NFR; 

(ii) 

restricted 

species 

from forest 

outside 

NFR; and 

(iii) Teak 

(Tectona 

grandis), 

yang 

(Dipteroca

rpus 

alatus), 

and 

rosewood 

(Dalbergia 

spp.) 

grown on 

private 

land, a 

transport 

document 

with a 

packing 

list is 

required 

for each 

lorry load. 

The 

operator 

must 

notify the 

authority 

to inspect 

the 

harvesting 

site, 

collect the 

royalty, 

and issue 

a Removal 

Pass. The 

 Seal or mark on the logs 

andcontent of document:  

For timber from (i) all 

species from NFR; (ii) 

restricted species from 

forest outside NFR; and 

(iii) Teak (Tectona 

grandis), yang 

(Dipterocarpus alatus), 

and rosewood (Dalbergia 

spp.) grown on private 

land, a transport 

document with a packing 

list is required for each 

lorry load. The operator 

must notify the authority 

to inspect the harvesting 

site, collect the royalty, 

and issue a Removal 

Pass. The Removal Pass 

must be accompanied by 

a record of royalty 

collection. The document 

carries information on the 

type/species, size, 

volume, seal or mark on 

the logs, the sequential 

number on the logs, and 

the rate of royalty paid. 

Before logs or forest 

products leave the 

operation, each and every 

item must have been 

marked, either with the 

authority’s personal seal 

or a removal seal, along 

with the number and 

year. In the event that 

this cannot be done, a 

written Announcement on 

the packing list is 

required. The packing list 

carries information on the 

type/species, size, 

quantity, volume, and 

timber mark. The officer 

will verify the timber 

mark, proof of royalty 

collection, proof of forest 

checkpoint fee payment 

(in case of Non-restricted 

 Size 

andcontent 

of 

document:  

For timber 

from (i) all 

species 

from NFR; 

(ii) 

restricted 

species 

from forest 

outside 

NFR; and 

(iii) Teak 

(Tectona 

grandis), 

yang 

(Dipteroca

rpus 

alatus), 

and 

rosewood 

(Dalbergia 

spp.) 

grown on 

private 

land, a 

transport 

document 

with a 

packing 

list is 

required 

for each 

lorry load. 

The 

operator 

must 

notify the 

authority 

to inspect 

the 

harvesting 

site, 

collect the 

royalty, 

and issue 

a Removal 

Pass. The 

 Volume 

andcontent 

of 

document:  

For timber 

from (i) all 

species 

from NFR; 

(ii) 

restricted 

species 

from forest 

outside 

NFR; and 

(iii) Teak 

(Tectona 

grandis), 

yang 

(Dipteroca

rpus 

alatus), 

and 

rosewood 

(Dalbergia 

spp.) 

grown on 

private 

land, a 

transport 

document 

with a 

packing 

list is 

required 

for each 

lorry load. 

The 

operator 

must 

notify the 

authority 

to inspect 

the 

harvesting 

site, 

collect the 

royalty, 

and issue 

a Removal 

Pass. The 
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Transport document (1) 
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Transport document (2) 
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Yellow-form Sawn Timber Certificate 
 

Applicable for:  Processing or Trading Facilities/Transportation operator 

Purpose and content of document: A Yellow-form Sawn Timber Certificate is issued 

solely for sawn timber and wood chips dispatched from a mechanical processing facility 

licensed to process rubberwood and 13 plantations timber species and is valid for up to 7 

days. On the back page, the Sawn Timber Certificate carries a record of the 

type/species, quantity, size, volume, and timber seal. Operators must keep two copies of 

the certificate that they issue. The first copy must be kept on-site for a minimum of two 

years, and the second copy must be collected and submitted to the licensing authority 

after maximum a month.  

Holder of document: Processing or trading facilities/Transportation operator are the 

holder of the document 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by Royal Forest 

Department 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is the document still valid? – check the date to verify that is it less than 7 days old 
 Has the signature been given by the authorized person? 
 What type/species, quantity, size, volume, and of the seal or mark are included? Do 

they correspond with transport documents? 

 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.16. Classification of Species, Quantities, Qualities 
• 1.17. Trade and Transport 
• 1.22. Legal Registration of Business 
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Yellow-form Sawn Timber Certificate 
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Plantation Annual Management Report Por Sor 32 
 

 

Applicable for:  Registered plantations in National Forests Reserves 

Purpose and content of document: When the forest operator has been granted 

permission to establish a plantation or to plant trees in National Reserved Forests, the 

forest operator shall report on overall operation, in the Plantation Annual Management 

Report Por Sor 32 to the local provinces or to an agency designated by the Royal Forest 

Department within 60 days from the date of implementation of the action plan every 

year.  

In the report, the forest operator shall provide the following information: 

1) forest activity including the areas of various planted tree species, changing tree 
species, demarcation of forest boundary, maintenance of planted tree species 
such as weeding, tillage or fertilization, fire protection line, seedling preparation; 

2) maintenance of the plantation (aged 2-6 years). 

Holder of document: Private and state operators of Registered plantations in National 

Reserved Forests 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by local provincial 

governor, or an agency designated by the Royal Forest Department. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is all required information and activities listed? 
 Is the date of the document the current year?  
 Has the signature been given by local provincial governor or an agency designated by 

the Royal Forest Department? 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.3. Management and harvesting planning 
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Por Sor 32 

Plantation Annual Management Report 
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Electric Chainsaw Operator License (Lor Sor 3) 
 

Applicable for:  Electric chain saw operator 

Purpose and content of document: The electric chainsaw operator who requests to have 

or to use the chain saw is required to obtain an Electric Chainsaw Operator License (Lor 

Sor 3) by submitting an application to the chain saw registrar together with the evidence 

as specified in the application for a chain saw license. The application must include 

details of the occupation or businesses that require a chain saw by specifying the area to 

be licensed. 

The Electric Chainsaw Operator License (Lor Sor 3) shall at least include the following 
items:  

1) Name of the license holder; 
2) Address of the license holder;  
3) Area where the use of chain saws is permitted;  

4) Mechanical power;  
5) Machine number and brand of chain saw;  
6) Chain saw mark;  
7) Objectives or types of businesses requiring chain saws;  
8) Name and signature of the chain saw registrar.  

 
The chainsaw license is valid for the entire time the license holder owns the chainsaw 
and not have disqualifications or prohibited characteristics as prescribed by law. 

 
In case the license holder wishes to change the area to have or to use a chain saw that 
is different from that specified in the license, the license holder shall proceed according 
to the following rules:  

1) For changing the area within the same province as the license permitted, the 
license holder shall submit an application to the chain saw registrar who issued 
the license; 

2) For changing the area to another province, the license holder shall submit an 
application to the chain saw registrar authorized in that province. 

 

Holder of document: Electric chainsaw operator 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by the Royal Forest 

Department (Bangkok) or provincial halls (Ministry of Interior) (outside Bangkok). 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Does it include all required information? 
 Has the signature been given by Director General of the Royal Forest Department or 

assigned person (Bangkok) or Provincial Governor or assigned person? 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.8. Timber harvesting regulations 
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Electric Chainsaw Temporary Relocation Permit (Lor 
Sor 13) 
 

Applicable for:  Electric chainsaw operator 

Purpose and content of document: In case the chain saw licence holder wishes to take or 

have another person to take the chain saw to temporarily use outside of the permitted 

area, the licence holder must apply for permission with the chain saw registrar by 

specifying the area and period of time intending to use the chain saw. The chain saw 

registrar is to permit or prohibit the request within 15 days from the day the registrar 

receives the request.  

If the registrar fails to proceed with the consideration and informs the applicant of the 

result of the consideration as per the request within the specified period, it is deemed 

that the chain saw registrar issues the order of permission as per the request and the 

request is deemed to be used as the permission letter. 

 

The chain saw registrar who issues permission is to inform and send a copy of 

permission letter to the chain saw registrar in the area as specified in the permission 

letter. The chain saw registrar in the specified area of the permission letter is to 

announce the permission or the permission request at the local administrative 

organisation of that area. In case there is a reasonable ground, the chain saw licence 

holder may apply to extend the period to take the chain saw for use outside the area no 

more than 90 days from the day the registrar receives the request. If the chain saw is 

used for more than 90 days, the period can be extended for no more than 90 days in 

each time. However, permission must be sought with the chain saw registrar before the 

original expiration period. 

 

The Electric Chainsaw Temporary Relocation Permit (Lor Sor 13) shall include the 

following items:  

1) Date of issue of the permit; 

2) Date of expiry of the permit; 

3) name of the license holder; 

4) the address of the license holder; 

5) the area where the use of chain saws is permitted; 

6) mechanical power; 

7) Machine number and brand of chain saw; 

8) chain saw mark; 

9) Name who takes the chain saw to temporarily use; 

10) Address of who takes the chain saw to temporarily use; 

11) Area permitted to temporarily use the chain saw; 

12) Objectives or types of businesses requiring chain saws; 

13) name and signature of the chain saw registrar. 

 

Holder of document: Electric chainsaw operator 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by the Royal Forest 

Department (Bangkok) or provincial halls (Ministry of Interior) (outside Bangkok). 
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Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is all required information included?   
 Has the signature been given the appropriate chain saw registrar?  
 Is the permit valid? -valid 90 days from issuance.  

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.8. Timber harvesting regulations 
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Social Security Certificate of Registration (for 
employer) 
 

Applicable for:  Employer  

Purpose and content of document: Employees between fifteen to sixty years, shall be 

insured. When an employee, who is already insured, reaches sixty years of age and is 

still an employee of the employer subject to the Social Security Act, B.E. 2533 (1990), 

such employee shall continue to be insured. An employer shall submit statement listing 

names of insured persons, rate of wages, and other information, in accordance with the 

form prescribed by the Secretary-General, to the Office within thirty days from the date 

on which the employees have become insured. When the employer has submitted the 

statement of particulars above, the Office shall issue to the employer a Social Security 

Certificate of Registration and to the employee’s social security cards. 

 

Holder of document: Employer 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by the Secretary-

General or the person designated by the Secretary-General. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Has the signature been given by the Secretary-General or the person designated by 
the Secretary-General?  

 Is the name of the employer correct? 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.12. Legal employment   
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Work permit (for foreign workers) 
 

 

Applicable for:  Company hiring foreign workers 

Purpose and content of document: The purpose of the document is to show that foreign 

workers have a legal right to work according to legal requirements. An employer who 

employs foreign workers shall follow the requirements for requesting and issuing work 

permit and submit application for work permit on behalf of the foreigners.  

Holder of document: Foreign workers  

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by Provincial 

Employment Office 
 

Evidence limitations and weaknesses: Name of the foreign worker and place of the work 

permit issued may not be correct. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Has the signature been given by Registrar of Provincial Employment Office? 
 Check the date to verify that the work permit valid 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to: 

• 1.12.  Legal employment 
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NON THAI IDENTIFICATION CARD 
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Export permit 

 

Applicable for:  Person or registered business 

Purpose and content of document: Export of charcoal, round logs, and sawn timber of all 

species requires an export permit. Export of bamboo, Thai bamboo (Thyrsostachys 

siamensis), palms, roots, vines, veneer, vegetation, sawdust, wood chips, pieces, 

chunks, pellets, or the like, do not require permission.  

An export permit is obtained by submitting proof of legality to the Department of Foreign 

Trade. 

Proof of legality includes Royal Forest Department issued certificates for charcoal, round 

logs or sawn timber issued specifically for each consignment, as well as a Removal Pass, 

and Royal Forest Department issued Certificate of Charcoal from Private Land (prohibited 

species are teak and yang). Furniture and wood products made of restricted species 

must be accompanied by a Certificate of Restricted Wood Product.  

If a Certificate of Origin is required by the country of import, exporters can apply for a 

Certificate of Origin at the Department of Foreign Trade and can submit supporting 

documents: transport documents, invoices, bills of lading or air waybills, packing lists, 

and export permits (if required). 

Upon obtaining an Export Permit and Certificate of Origin, a person or registered 

business is required to file for an import/export registration ID, and an Export 

Declaration, and to submit supporting documents (invoice, packing list, export permit). 

Customs officers check the documents and collect export duties and taxes (if applicable). 

The exporter submits payment receipts and a verified Declaration to the warehouse. 

Customs officers inspect every shipment, record the results electronically, and then 

release the cargo. 

Holder of document: Person or registered business 

Signature required by: The document shall be issued and signed by the Department of 

Foreign Trade. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Has the signature been given by Director-General of the Department of Foreign Trade 
or assigned person?  

 Are Royal Forest Department Certificate, Removal Pass (if Applicable) included? 
 What description, value and quantity of goods or services are included?  
 Does the information match with Removal Pass; Certificate of Origin; commercial 

invoice and packing list? 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to: 

• 1.19. Custom Regulations 
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Signature of Director-General of 

Royal Forest Department or a 

person designated by the 

Director-General 
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Permit for Import/Export and Re-export for CITES 
species 

 

Applicable for: Entities who import, export and re-export species which are listed in the 

CITES appendices 

Purpose and content of document: The import, export and transit of CITES species 

require permits and proof of legality. The permit/certificate is issued by the Department 

of Agriculture. Verification of documents and inspection of products is performed by 

customs officials and competent officers from the Department of Agriculture. The 

permit/certificate carries the information of name, address and country of consignee, 

name, address and country of permittee, purpose of transaction, common name and 

scientific name of plants (genus and species), description of specimens, appendix no. 

and source, quantity and country of origin/last re-export and permit/certificate no. A 

CITES permit is valid for a maximum period of 6 months. It cannot be renewed. 

Holder of document: Entities who import, export and re-export species which are listed 

in the CITES appendices. 

Signature required by: Department of Agriculture (CITES Management authorities) 

 

Evidence limitations and weaknesses:   

 No publicly available database or website is available to verify this certificate; 
 Not unlikely to find falsified CITES permits. Extra care should be given to verify its 

validity. 
 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Is the Permit or Certificate Number on the document correct (compare with 
information on the transport documents) 

 Has the signature been given by Director-General of the Department of Agriculture or 
assigned person?  

 Are species and volumes declared in line with what is actually being traded? 
 Is the date of emission of the permit not older than 6 months before the actual 

export? 
 Is the scientific name of the species provided? 
 Contact CITES authorities in the country where issued and verify that is was issued 

by the applicable authorities. 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

• 1.20. CITES 
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Preferred by Nature (formerly NEPCon) is an international non-

profit organisation working to support better land management 

and business practices that benefit people, nature and the 

climate.  

We do this through a unique combination of sustainability 

certification services, projects supporting awareness raising, 

and capacity building.  

 

 

LIFE Legal Wood is an initiative that aims at 

supporting timber-related companies in Europe with 

knowledge, tools and training in the requirements of 

the EU Timber Regulation. Knowing your timber’s 

origin is not only good for the forests, but good for 

business. The initiative is funded by the LIFE 

Programme of the European Union. 

 

LIFE Legal Wood 

 

About 

https://preferredbynature.org/sourcinghub/eutr-info

