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MAINSTREAMING 

FSC CERTIFICATION 

IN THE TROPICS

E

A JOINT OPPORTUNITY

In three tropical timber programs (The Amazon Alternative, 
The Borneo Initiative,Congo Basin Program) the Dutch 
Sustainable Trade Initiative (IDH), FSC Netherlands and 
partners work towards a large increase in the area of FSC 
certifi ed tropical forest. 
These programs make certifi cation more accessible for 
concession holders and support responsible trade through 
the creation of market links. All stakeholders throughout the 
certifi cation process and supply chain are involved in the 
programs: market players, certifi cation bodies, forest 
consultants, governments and various NGO’s.

Contact: FSC Netherlands | Rachelle Chicoine, r.chicoine@fsc.nl

THE BORNEO INITIATIVE

At present, an area of 600,000 ha (± 2%) of forest is FSC-LEI 

certifi ed in Indonesian Borneo. The Borneo Initiative aims to 

increase this to 4 million ha by year 2013, and further to 5 million ha 

by year 2015. The program is considering expanding to include other 

areas within Indonesia (Kalimantan, Papua), as well as other 

countries in the region (Malaysia, Papua New Guinea). 

 

With an Indonesian moratorium on forest conversion just an-

nounced, the signing of Voluntary Partnership Agreements (VPA) 

with the European Union, and the Lacey Act in the United States, 

most international markets will be closed to illegal timber. As a 

result, companies are more likely to buy sustainable wood products. 

Now is the time to act by joining forces towards more certifi cation!

Contact: Wim Ellenbroek  |  ellenbroek@theborneoinitiative.org 

THE AMAZON ALTERNATIVE

4 million FSC certifi ed hectares of natural tropical forest by 2013, 

plus related sustainable trade.

 

Focus of TAA lies on developing and strengthening the FSC certifi ed 

timber production and value chain in Brazil, Bolivia and Peru.

Contact: Petra Hamers  |  p.hamers@theamazonalternative.org

CONGO BASIN PROGRAM

4 million FSC certifi ed hectares of natural tropical forest by 2015, plus 

related sustainable trade.

 

Focus of CBP lies on developing and strengthening the FSC certifi ed 

timber production and value chain in Gabon, Cameroon, Republic of 

Congo and Democratic Republic of Congo.

Contact: Gijs Breukink  |  g.breukink@congobasinprogram.com

LINKING EUROPE

In addition to the tropical timber programs, a new program called 

Linking Europe is under development. This program focuses on 

stimulating demand for sustainable timber in Europe. Working 

together with key-accounts, governments and existing initiatives, 

the Dutch Sustainable Trade Initiative (IDH) aims to increase the 

market share of sustainable timber in three countries in Europe.

Contact: Marieke Abcouwer | abcouwer@dutchsustainabletrade.com 
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