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Preferred by Nature has adopted an open-source policy to share what we develop to 

advance sustainability. This work is published under the Creative Commons Attribution 

Share-Alike 3.0 license. Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person 

obtaining a copy of this document, to deal in the document without restriction, 

including without limitation the rights to use, copy, modify, merge, publish, and/or 

distribute copies of the document, subject to the following conditions: The above 

copyright notice and this permission notice shall be included in all copies or substantial 

portions of the document. We would appreciate receiving a copy of any modified 

version. 

  

The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not 

constitute an endorsement of the contents which reflects the views only of the 

authors, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may 

be made of the information contained therein. 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Key Documents for Angola 
 

Below are listed examples of essential documents which can support the mapping of 
supply chains for traceability purposes or aid in mitigating legal non-compliance risks for 

timber supply chains within Angola. 
A description of the document is attached to each image of its contents. It states to 
whom the document is applicable, who it has been issued and signed by, as well as 
important considerations when checking the validity of the document as part of the due 
diligence process.  
 

 
Key Documents for Angola ..................................................................................... 3 

Annual Forest Harvesting License ............................................................................ 4 

Environmental Operating License/Permit for Installation ............................................. 6 

Environmental operating license (annex) .................................................................. 8 

Loading Certificate ................................................................................................ 9 

Certificate of Origin ............................................................................................. 11 

Export Certificate for Forest Products ..................................................................... 13 

Phytosanitary Certificate ...................................................................................... 15 

Product Certificate ............................................................................................... 17 

Transit Guide ...................................................................................................... 19 

Export and Import License.................................................................................... 21 

CITES Certificate/Permit....................................................................................... 23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

What documents are 

relevant to indicate timber 

legality in Angola?  
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Annual Forest Harvesting License 
 

Applicable for: all holders of Annual Forest Harvesting rights 

Purpose and content of the document: The document provides evidence the License 

holder has the right to harvest specific timber species at a certain allowed volume from a 

defined forest area. This document also contain the license validity and duration. 

Holder of document: Forestry Development Institute (IDF) and Company that has the 

right to harvest.  

Signature required by: the General Director of the Forestry Development Institute (IDF) 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 It shall be signed and stamped 

 The information on the document should always be cross-checked with information 

on the related Certificate of Origin and the Transit Guide, such as: 

o the name of the person or entity specified on the license - licenses are not 

transferable to a third party.  

o Volume 

o Species 

 Verify that the species listed on the document are not protected or prohibited to 

harvest. 

 Volumes permitted should be cross-checked with trade/transport documents to 

ensure the quantity harvested is in line with the quantity moved from forest to first 

transformation entity (sawmill). 

 
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

 

1.3. Management and harvesting planning 

1.4. Harvesting permits 

1.5  Payment of royalties and harvesting fees 

1.8  Timber harvesting regulations 

1.9  Protected sites and species 

1.10  Environmental Requirements 

1.13. Customary rights 

1.17. Trade and transports  
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Annual Forest Harvesting License 

 

Issue date 

Valid until 
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Environmental Operating License/Permit for 
Installation 
 

Applicable to: harvesting or processing companies (sawmill or secondary industry) 

Purpose and content of document: The document are to verify that any activity 

(harvesting, construction of sawmill/industry) affecting environment aspects and 

complies with the regulation regarding the environmental impact assessment process in 

Angola. Document should state the name of the project/activity, Province, category of 

activity (e.g., harvesting), the issue and expiration date.  

The annex of the document is issed for a specific valid period, after control and approval 

by the authorities to show that the operational project follow the required process of 

assessment of environmental impact. The document includes the description and 

category of the project, the issue and expiration date, process of Environmental Impact 

Assessment, process of public consultation, mitigation measures.    

 Holder of document: logging or processing company 

Signature required by: the Minister of Environment or his/her representative  

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 The document shall be signed and stamped 

 The document date shall be valid 

 All required information shall be listed 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

1.3. Management and harvesting planning 

1.4. Harvesting permits 

1.10. Environmental requirement  
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Environmental permit for installation 

 

 
  

Issue date Valid until 
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Environmental operating license (annex)

Issue date Valid until 
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Loading Certificate 
 

Applicable to: timber exporting company 

Purpose and content: The document is mandatory for all shipments from Angolan ports. 

The document lists exporter and importer details, destination, and volumes of goods 

shipped.  

Holder of document: Timber exporting company and Angola National Shipper’s Council 

Signature required by: Angola National Shipper’s Council 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Are all required information included? 
 Has the document been signed and stamped by the Angola National Shipper’s 

Council? 
 Are the products included on the document similar as the ones traded/sold? 
 Are the volumes included on the document similar as the ones traded/sold? 
 Is the date of issue coherent with the date of shipment?  
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

1.19. Customs regulations  
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Loading Certificate 
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Certificate of Origin 
 

Applicable for: Timber exporting company 

Purpose and content of document: The document confirms the origin of te shipment. It 
includes the certificate validity date, forest company name, transport company and 
destination, province of origin, product description (including volume, name of the 
product, quantity). 
 

Holder of document: Ministry of Agriculture and Forest/ Forestry Development Institute 

(IDF) and timber exporting company. 

Signature required by:  

• Signature of the Holder of the forest harvesting company or the plantation owner. 
• Signature and official stamp of the Provincial Head of Department of IDF. 
• Signature of the official who completes the certificate. 
 

Key considerations when checking the document: 

 Has the document been signed and stamped? 

 The content of the document should be cross-checked in combination with the Annual 

harvesting License and the transit guide – check that the volume and species in all 

documents correspond 

 Check that the signature of the checkpoint or forest product warehouse are present 

in the case of timber products are sold or being transported for sale.  

 Check that the date of issue is coherent with the date of shipment  
 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

1.5.  Payment of royalties and harvesting fees 

1.16. Classification of species, quantities, qualities 

1.19. Custom regulations 
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Certificate of Origin 

  

Issue date 

Valid until 
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Export Certificate for Forest Products 
 

Applicable to: timber exporting company 

Purpose and content: The document is issued after the batch to be exported has been 

controlled by the competent authorities. It includes the details of the importer, exporter, 

destination and description of products exported. 

Holder of document: Ministry of Agriculture and Forest/ Forestry Development Institute 

(IDF) and timber exporting company.  

Signature required by: Customs authorities and the Director General of the Forestry 

Development Institute. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Chjeck that the document is signed and stamped. 

 Check the dates of the document to confirm that the document is valid. 

 The content of the document should be cross-checked with the Annual Harvesting 

License and the transit guide - the volume and species in all documents shall 

correspond. 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

1.18. Offshore trading and transfer pricing 

1.19. Custom regulations  



   

14     Angola Document Guide l Version 1.0 

 

Export certificate for forest products 

 

Valid until 

Issue date 
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Phytosanitary Certificate 
 

Applicable to: Timber exporting company 

Purpose and content: The document is required to prove that timber for export does not 

contain insects and diseases. It shall include name and address of exporter and 

importer, name of product, name of the product, quantity declared, number of packages, 

place of origin, port of destination, means of conveyance, date of inspection, date of 

issue, also any disinfection treatments performed.  

Holder of document: timber exporting company and Forestry Development Institute 

(IDF). 

 

Signature required by: General Director of the Forestry Development Institute (IDF). 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Check that the document is signed and stamped. 

 The content of the document should be cross-checked in combination with the Annual 

Harvesting License and the transit guide - the volume, species and date of shipment 

in all documents shall correspond.  

 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

1.19 Customs regulations 

1.20 CITES 
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Phytosanitary Certificate 
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Product Certificate 
 

Applicable to: Forest company transporting timber 

Purpose and content: The document is required in order to transport timber and forest 

products within Angola (inter-provincial). The document lists timber according to product 

categories. The certificate has both an issue and a validity date.  

Holder of document: Forest company transporting timber and Forestry Development 

Institute (IDF). 

Signature required by: General Director of the Forestry Development Institute 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Check that the document is signed and stamped. 

 Check the date to ensure the document is valid. 

 Species name and volume shall be crossed checked with other supply chain 

documents (species, volume, origin). 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

1.17 Trade and transport  
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Product certificate 

 

  

Valid until 

Issue date 
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Transit Guide  
 

Applicable for: Forest company transporting timber  

Purpose and content of document: The document is required to transport timber and 

forest products within Angola (inter-provincial). It includes information about origin and 

destination provinces and forest products description. The certificate has both an issue 

and a validity date.  

Holder of document: Forest company transporting timber and Forestry Development 

Institute (IDF) 

Signature required by: Provincial Head of Department of IDF or in his absence the Chief 

of Technical and Supervisory Section. 

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Check that the document is signed and stamped 

 Information shall be cross-checked with certificate of origin and Annual Harvesting 

License (species, volumes, date, name of exporter/importer, origin and destination) 

 Check the date to ensure the document is valid. 

 Check that the document is signed and carries the official stamps of check points or 

forest product warehouses in the case of forest products sold or intended for sale. 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

1.17 Trade and transport 
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Transit Guide 

 

  

Valid until 

Issue date 
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Export and Import License 
 

Applicable for: Timber exporting or importing company   

Purpose and content of document: The document indicates that products are eligible for 

export or import. Information on the license includes product volume, description, means 

of transport, species, goods value of exporter, importer.  

Holder of document: Timber exporting or importing company and Ministry of Trade 

  

Signature required by: Director of External Trade from the Ministry of Trade  

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Cross check information on the export license with other supply chain documents 

(species, volume, date, name of exporter/importer, origin and destination) 

 Check the date to ensure the document is valid  

 Check that the document is signed and stamped  

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

1.19 Customs regulations 
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Export and import license  
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CITES Certificate/Permit 
 

Applicable for: timber (CITES species) exporting or importing company   

Purpose and content of document: Issued by the Ministry of the Environment. 

Demonstrates that CITES Management Authorities have approved the export. A CITES 

permit is valid for a maximum period of 6 months. It cannot be renewed. The document 

shows the permit number, validity period, exporter and importer details (name, address 

and signature), special conditions of the permit (e.g., not transferrable and shipment is 

made in single consignment), purpose of transaction, security stamp, scientific and 

common name of plant, country of origin, place and date of issue, export/import 

endorsement (port of export, date and signature and official stamp), and bill of lading or 

air waybill number. 

Holder of document: Timber (CITES species) exporting or importing company and 

Ministry of Environmental 

Signature required by: Head of the National Administrative Authority of CITES at the 

Ministry of Environment.  

 

Key considerations when checking the document:  

 Check that the products are exported within the issue and valid until date included on 

the permit   

 Check that the document is signed and stamped 

 Check that the permit contain the name and signature of the applicant i.e., the 

person who require the permit to export 

 Check that the permit contain the port of export 

 Are the species and volumes declared similar to the products actually traded? 

 

Timber Legality Risk Assessment indicator which this document is relevant to:  

1.20 CITES  
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CONVENTION ON 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN 
ENDANGERED SPECIES OF 
WILD FAUNA AND FLORA 

PERMIT/CERTIFICATE No. 
□EXPORT 
□RE-EXPORT 
□IMPORT 
□OTHER: 

Original 

2. Valid until 

3. Importer (name and address) 
 
 

 
 

 
 

4. Exporter/re-exporter (name, address and country) 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 _______________________________________ 
 Signature of the applicant 

3a. Country of import 

5. Special conditions 
 

 
 

 
 
If for live animals, this permit or certificate is valid only if the transport 

conditions comply with the IATA Live Animals Regulations; if for live plants, 
with the IATA Perishable Cargo Regulations;or, in the case of non-air 
transport, with the CITES Guidelines for the Non-Air Transport of Live Wild 
Animals and Plants 

6. Name, address, national seal/stamp and country of Management Authority 

5a. Purpose of the transaction 
 (see reverse) 
 
 

 

5b. Security stamp no. 

7./8. Scientific name 
(genus and species) 
 and common name of animal or plant 

9. Description of 
specimens, 
 including identifying 

marks  
 or numbers (age/sex if 
live) 

10. Appendix no. and source 
 (see reverse) 

11. Quantity (including unit) 11a. Total exported/Quota 

A 

7./8. 9. 10. 11. 11a. 

12. Country of origin 
* 

Permit no. Date 12a. Country of 
last 

 re-export 

Certificate no. Date 12b. No. of the operation ** 
 or date of acquisition *** 

       

B 

7./8. 9. 10. 11. 11a. 

12. Country of origin 
* 

Permit no. Date 12a. Country of 
last 
 re-export 

Certificate no. Date 12b. No. of the operation ** 
 or date of acquisition *** 

       

C 

7./8. 9. 10. 11. 11a. 

12. Country of origin 
* 

Permit no. Date 12a. Country of 
last 
 re-export 

Certificate no. Date 12b. No. of the operation ** 
 or date of acquisition *** 

       

D 

7./8. 9. 10. 11. 11a. 

12. Country of origin 
* 

Permit no. Date 12a. Country of 
last 

 re-export 

Certificate no. Date 12b. No. of the operation ** 
 or date of acquisition *** 

       

* Country in which the specimens were taken from the wild, bred in captivity or artificially propagated (only in case of re-export) 
** Only for specimens of Appendix-I species bred in captivity or artificially propagated for commercial purposes 
*** For pre-Convention specimens 

13. This permit/certificate is issued by: 

 
 
 

 
 

_______________________ ___________________ _________________________________________________________________ 
 Place Date Security stamp, signature and official seal 
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14. Export endorsement: 15. Bill of Lading/Air waybill number: 
 
 

Block Quantity 

____________________ ______________ __________________ ______________________________________ 
 Port of export Date Signature Official stamp and title 

A  

B  

C  

D  
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Preferred by Nature (formerly NEPCon) is an international non-

profit organisation working to support better land management 

and business practices that benefit people, nature and the climate.  

We do this through a unique combination of sustainability 

certification services, projects supporting awareness raising, and 

capacity building.  

 
                                                             www.preferredbynature.org/sourcinghub 

 

LIFE Legal Wood is an initiative supporting the wood and wood 

products industries across Europe with knowledge, tools and training 

in the requirements of the EU Timber Regulation. Knowing the source 

of origin for your timber product is a legal requirement that benefits 

for the environment and competition. The initiative is funded by the 

LIFE programme of the European Union. 

LIFE Legal Wood 

About 

https://preferredbynature.org/sourcinghub/eutr-info

