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The European Commission support for the production of this publication does not 

constitute endorsement of the contents which reflects the views inly of the authors, and 

the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the 

information contained therein. 

 

Preferred by Nature has adopted an “open source” policy to share what we develop to 

advance sustainability. This work is published under the Creative Commons Attribution Share-

Alike 3.0 license. Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining a copy 

of this document, to deal in the document without restriction, including without limitation the 

rights to use, copy, modify, merge, publish, and/or distribute copies of the document, subject 

to the following conditions: The above copyright notice and this permission notice shall be 

included in all copies or substantial portions of the document. We would appreciate receiving a 

copy of any modified version. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Legal Rights to Harvest 

 

 1.1. Land tenure and management rights Legal Authority 

Forest Law, 1956. Nr 240 of 1956. Articles 7, 8, 18, 24-31 
LINK 

Federal Ministry of 
Lands, Housing and 
Urban Development 

Land Use Act, 1978. Article 1 
LINK 

1.2. Concession Licenses Legal Authority 

Forest Law, 1956. Nr 240 of 1956. Articles 33, 35-49 
LINK 

Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural 
Development 
(Forestry Department) 

Applicable legislation 
and regulation 

Third Parties’ Rights         7 

Trade and Transport                         8-9 

 

Legal Rights to Harvest       3-4 

Taxes and Fees                              4-5 

Timber Harvesting Activities         5-7 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig3330.pdf
http://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC067625
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig3330.pdf
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  1.3. Management and Harvesting Planning  Legal Authority 

National Forestry Policy, 2006 
LINK 

Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural 
Development 
(Forestry Department) 

Forest Law, 1956. Nr 240 of 1956. Articles 27, 28, 30 
LINK 

Forest Law (Enugu), 1991. Articles 27, 28, 30. 
LINK 

Cross River State Forestry Commission Law 2010 (No. 3 of 2010). Articles. 42, 51, 57 
LINK 

  1.4. Harvesting Permits Legal Authority 

Forest Law, 1956. Nr 240 of 1956. Articles 2, 31 
LINK 

Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural 
Development 
(Forestry Department) 

Forest Regulations, 1956. Articles 3, 9, 10-21, 31 
LINK 

Cross River State Forestry Commission Law 2010 (No. 3 of 2010). Articles, 43-44, 50, 53, 55, 
56. 

LINK 

Forest Law (Enugu), 1991. Arts. 31, 33 
LINK 

 

 
Taxes and Fees 

 

1.5. Payment of royalties and harvesting fees Legal Authority 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig144367.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig3330.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig192923.pdf
http://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC151694
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig3330.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig3331.pdf
http://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC151694
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig192923.pdf
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Forest Law, 1956. Nr 240 of 1956. Arts 32-33 
LINK 

Ministry of Finance 
(Federal Inland 
Revenue Services) 

 
Forest Regulations, 1956. Art, 17, 28-29. 

LINK 

Cross River State Forestry Commission Law 2010 (No. 3 of 2010). Arts 19, 20. 
LINK 

Forest Law (Enugu), 1991. Arts, 10, 17, 28, 32 
LINK 

 1.6. Value-Added Taxes and Other Sales Taxes Legal Authority 

Value Added Tax Act, 1993 
LINK 

Federal Ministry of 
Industry, Trade and 
Investment 

Finance Act, 2019 
LINK 

 1.7. Income and Profit Taxes Legal Authority 

Companies Income Tax Act 2004 
LINK 

Federal Ministry of 
Environment 

Finance Act, 2019 
LINK 

 

  
 
 
 

 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig3330.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig3331.pdf
http://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC151694
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig192923.pdf
https://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/V1.pdf
https://assets.kpmg/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-finance-act-2019.pdf
http://lawsofnigeria.placng.org/laws/C21.pdf
https://assets.kpmg/content/dam/kpmg/ng/pdf/tax/ng-finance-act-2019.pdf
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Timber Harvesting Activities  

1.8. Timber harvesting regulations Legal Authority 

Forest Law, 1956. Nr 240 of 1956. Arts 31, 33-34. 
LINK  

Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural 
Development 
(Forestry Department) 

1.9. Protected sites and species  Legal Authority 

Forest Regulations, 1956. Art.6 
LINK 

Federal Ministry of 
Environment 

National Environmental (Control of Alien and Invasive Species) Regulations, 2013 (S I No. 32 

of 2013). Art. 2-4, 17.   

LINK 

The Nigeria Endangered Species (Control of International Trade and Traffic) Act Decree No. 

11 Of 1985 

LINK  

Forest Law (Enugu), 1991. Art. 6. 
LINK 

National Environmental (Protection of Endangered Species in International Trade) 

Regulations, 2011 (S.I. No. 16 of 2011). 

LINK 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig3330.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig195010.pdf
https://www.animallaw.info/statute/nigeria-endangered-species-endangered-species-act-english
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig192923.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig195239.pdf
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National Park Service Act, 1999 
LINK 

The Wild Animals Preservation Act of 1916 
LINK 

1.10 Environmental requirements Legal Authority 

Environmental Impact Act, 1992. Art. 2-4. 
LINK 

Federal Ministry of 
Environment 

National Environmental (Protection of Watershed, Mountainous, Hilly and Catchment Areas) 

Regulations, 2009 (S.I. No. 27 of 2011). Art. 8 

LINK 

Cross River State Forestry Commission Law 2010 (No. 3 of 2010). Art. 46 
LINK  

National Environmental (Control of Bush, Forest Fire and Open Burning) Regulations, 2011 
LINK  

National Environmental (Desertification Control and Drought Mitigation) Regulations, 2011 

(S.I. No. 13 of 2011) 

LINK  

1.11. Health and safety Legal Authority 

Nigeria Labour Act, 1999 LINK Federal Ministry of 
Labour and 
Employment 

National Forest Policy, 2006. Art. 1-28, 33 LINK 

1.12.  Legal employment Legal Authority 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig34266.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/gam95067.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig18378.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig195075.pdf
http://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC151694
http://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC195011
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig195013.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---ilo_aids/documents/legaldocument/wcms_127565.pdf
https://preferredbynature.org/sites/default/files/SourcingHubDownload/Nigeria/nigeria-approved-national-forest-policy-june.pdf
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Constitution of Nigeria, 1999. Art.17 LINK Federal Ministry of 
Labour and 
Employment 

Labour Act, 1971. Arts.1; 16-18; 59-60 LINK 

PenCom – Pension reform Act, 2014 LINK  

National Industrial Court Act, 2006 LINK 

Forest Policy 2006. Art. 1.10; Employment National Policy on Occupational Health and Safety LINK 

Pension Reform Act, 2004 LINK 

   

 

 
Third Parties’ Rights  

 

1.13. Customary rights Legal Authority 

Cross River State Forestry Commission Law 2010 (No. 3 of 2010). Art. 46. LINK Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural 
Development 

1.14. Free prior and informed consent Legal Authority 

Not applicable 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig164561.pdf
http://www.nigeria-law.org/LabourAct.htm
https://www.pencom.gov.ng/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/1448643400_PRA_2014.pdf
https://nicn.gov.ng/officialGazette/act.pdf
https://www.labour.gov.ng/Doc/NATIONAL_POLICY_ON_OCCUPATIONAL_SAFETY_AND_HEALTH.pdf
https://www.pencom.gov.ng/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/1448643400_PRA_2014.pdf
http://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC151694
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1.15. Indigenous peoples’ rights Legal Authority 

Not applicable 

 

 
Trade and Transport  

1.16. Classification of species, quantities, qualities Legal Authority 

National Forestry Policy, 2006 LINK Federal Ministry of 

Environment 
(Department of 
Forestry) 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora CITES Act, 

2016 

LINK 

Customs and Excise Management Act, 1959 N/A 

1.17. Trade and transport Legal Authority 

Letter of Support for export of processed and semi-processed wood products, Nr. 94 of 15th 

August 2016 

LINK Federal Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural 
Development 

Forest Law of Eastern Nigeria, 1998 LINK 

Forest Regulations, 1956 LINK 

:%20https:/pdf4pro.com/download/nigeria-approved-national-forest-policy-june-1fb18e.html
https://cites.org/eng/disc/text.php
https://preferredbynature.org/sites/default/files/SourcingHubDownload/Nigeria/Processed%20wood%20law%2C%202015.PNG
http://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC203191
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig3331.pdf
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1.18. Offshore trading and transfer pricing Legal Authority 

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)/G20 Inclusive Framework 

on Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS). 

LINK Federal Inland 
Revenue Service 

(FIRS) 

OECD Transfer Pricing Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises and Tax Administrations, 2017 LINK 

1.19. Custom regulations Legal Authority 

Letter of Support for export of processed and semi-processed wood products, Nr. 94 of 15th 

August 2016. 

LINK Nigeria Customs 
Services (NCS) 

Customs and Excise Management Act (CEMA) 1959 Arts 51-61. LINK 

Nigeria Customs Regulation LINK 

National Forestry Policy, 2006 LINK 

1.20. CITES  Legal Authority 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora CITES Act, 

2016 

LINK Federal Ministry of 
Finance (Federal 
Inland Revenue 
Services) 

Customs and Excise Management Act, 1959  

https://www.oecd.org/tax/beps/
https://www.oecd.org/tax/transfer-pricing/oecd-transfer-pricing-guidelines-for-multinational-enterprises-and-tax-administrations-20769717.htm
https://preferredbynature.org/sites/default/files/SourcingHubDownload/Nigeria/Processed%20wood%20law%2C%202015.PNG
https://web2.customs.gov.ng/?page_id=3107
https://www.export.gov/article?id=Nigeria-Customs-Regulations
https://pdf4pro.com/download/nigeria-approved-national-forest-policy-june-1fb18e.html
https://cites.org/eng/disc/text.php
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National Environmental (Protection of Endangered Species in International Trade) 

Regulations, 2011 (S.I. No. 16 of 2011). Part II, 3 

LINK 

 

 

http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/nig195239.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preferred by Nature (formerly NEPCon) is an international 

non-profit organisation working to support better land 

management and business practices that benefit people, 

nature and the climate.  

We do this through a unique combination of sustainability 

certification services, projects supporting awareness raising, 

and capacity building.  

 

 

www.preferredbynature.org/sourcinghub 

 

LIFE Legal Wood is an initiative that aims at supporting timber-

related companies in Europe with knowledge, tools and training 

in the requirements of the EU Timber Regulation. Knowing your 

timber’s origin is not only good for the forests, but good for 

business. The initiative is funded by the LIFE Programme of the 

European Union. 

LIFE Legal Wood 

About 

https://preferredbynature.org/sourcinghub/eutr-info

